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 2007 ESTATE SERIES CABERNET MERLOT

Estate Series Philosophy

The Wayne Gretzky Estate Series wines have been crafted in celebration of the 
diversity and excellence of vineyards on the Niagara Peninsula.  Each seeks to present
a unique combination of varietal character, vineyard origin and winemaking style, 
creating a wine reflective of its roots and showcasing regional identity.

Winemaker's Notes

The 2007 vintage was a dream for Niagara winemakers. Warm, moderately dry conditions 
throughout the spring and summer, as well as the absence of the typically inclement 
weather of fall, allowed for full ripening and physiological maturity across grape varieties. 
Atypically for Niagara, the greatest concern during the 2007 growing season was drought. 
In some vineyards, scarcity of water arrested fruit-ripening physiological processes for 
extended periods of time. The majority of fruit for this Meritage blend came from vines 
planted on clay and clay-loam soils. Clay's water-holding properties and hard texture kept 
deep-rooted plants healthy and less susceptible to drought stress throughout the vintage. 
yielding lower crop levels and smaller berrysize and corresponding to denser, riper flavours in 
wines originating from these sites.     

There is no single Niagara Peninsula "terroir"; wine flavour and structure vary widely from 
site to site across the region, giving great potential for flavour complexities in blends both 
within and across varietals. Vineyards accessed for this assemblage range from the extreme 
western end of Niagara viticulture near Winona, to the Lake Ontario shoreline in Niagara-on-
the-Lake. Vinification was customized to accentuate the best features of every vineyard lot.  
Varietals and vineyard batches remained as discrete lots in barrel until extensive tasting and 
blending trials resulted in a wine displaying the full-flavoured, ripe character of the vintage, 
as well as providing a truly region-wide example of an Ontario Bordeaux blend. 

Bottling:  4050 cases 
Size: 750mL
Closure:  Cork
Released:  
CSPC #:  128652
Retail:  $18.95      Licensee:  $15.29

Varietal Composition:  43% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot, 23% Cabernet Franc
Designation:  VQA Niagara Peninsula

Available at the WGE Retail Store, Online & VINTAGES

Total Acidity:  6.20 g/L
pH:  3.42
Alcohol:  13.1%
Residual Sugar:  1.6 g/L
Fermentation & Ageing:  Small batch 
fermentation with manual punchdown.  Aged 
18 months in 60% American/ 40% French oak

Gold Medal: All-Canadian Wine Championships 2009
Natalie MacLean (Nat Decants): 90 Pts.
Gord Stimmell (Toronto Star): 90 Pts.
Tony Aspler: 90 Pts.


